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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


April  1983  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  June 
1,  1983,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

1983- MT  Lin  Overholt,  P.  0.  Box  955,  Indian  Rocks  Beach,  FL  33535 

(World  Crowns) 

1984- MT  Mr.  Pat  O’Meara,  64  Spiddal,  Bally  Fermot,  Dublin  10,  Ireland 

(Ancient  Greek,  Roman,  Byzantium,  Egyptian) 

1985- MT  Gerard  Anaszewicz 

(Russian  Coins,  Axumite  Coins,  Ancient  Greek  Coins) 

Address  Correction: 

1960-MT  Robert  Turfboer,  M.D.,  2701  West  32nd  St.,  Joplin,  Mo.  64801 
(Coins,  Medals,  Tokens,  etc.  dated  1700,  1800,  1900) 

***** 

DONATI ONS  REPORT  : We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 
received  since  the  last  report: 

Name  Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

HUMPHRIS , John  $10.00  Cash  NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

PIERRATT,  John  L.  2 coins  (NVS)  NI  Reference  Collection 

NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor. 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

W.  A.  Haskell 

D0BRY,  JOSEPH.  A Listing  of  Necessity  Money,  issued  on  (what  is 
now)  the  Territory  of  the  Czechoslovakian  Republic  1914-1923 . 

Pub.  1937-38,  52pp,  w/plates.  Czechoslovakian  text.  Mainly 
paper  notgeld,  but  some  metallic  pieces.  My  thanks  to  Ran 
Zander  for  the  translation  of  the  title  and  the  summary  of  the 
book's  contents . 

Roberto  U.  Llach 

LLACH,  ROBERTO  ULLA.  The  Tokens  of  El  Salvador.  Pub.  1980,  ca . 
254pp,  illus. 

Ran  Zander 

SCOTT  STAMP  & COIN  CO.  Coin  Catalogues.  Bound  copies  of  Scott's 
coin  catalogues  issued  in  the  1 890 ' s covering  Westerm  Hemis- 
phere coins,  medals  and  tokens.  160pp,  illus. 
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Ran  Zander  (Continued) 


HABERLE,  ADOLF.  Ulmer  Munz  - und  Geldgeschichte  des  XVI  - XIX 
Jahrhunderts . Pub.  1937,  126pp,  w/plates. 

AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY.  The  State  Coinage  of  Connecticut , 

The  Colonial  Coins  of  Vermont , The  Copper  Coins  of  Massachusetts. 

Pub.  1919,  Vol . LI  1 1 (Part  I)  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numis- 
matics. 76pp,  ill  us. 

WERLICH,  ROBERT.  Russian  Orders,  Decorations  and  Medals,  Including 
Those  of  Imperial  Russia,  The  Provisional  Government  and  The 
Soviet  Union.  Pub.  1968,  139pp,  ill  us . 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Library  would  also  like  to  thank 
Sanford  J.  Durst,  W.  A.  Haskell  and  Marvin  L.  Fraley  for  their  donations 
of  magazines,  catalogs  and  other  numismatic  material  to  the  Library. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  NI  Librarian 
***** 


N.I.C.E.  1983  MOVES  TO  NEW  HOTEL 


The  fifth  annual  Numismatics  International  Coin  Exposition  will  be 
held  November  11-13,  1983  at  the  Dallas  Marriott  Hotel  Quorum,  accord- 
ing to  Ross  Schraeder,  NICE  '83  Bourse  Chairman. 


DALLAS  MARRIOTT  HOTEL  QUORUM 
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This  563  room  hotel  was  opened  in  December,  1982  and  is  in  the  fastest 
growing  area  of  the  Dallas  metroplex  and  is  surrounded  by  beautiful 
shopping  malls,  fine  restaurants  and  exciting  night  spots.  Indoor/ 
Outdoor  swimming  pools,  exercise  rooms  and  saunas  are  features  of  the 
hotel  as  well  as  two  fine  eating  establ i shements 

One  of  the  many  advantages  of  the  Marriott  is  that  all  NICE  functions, 
such  as  educational  forums  and  auctions,  will  be  held  in  adjacent  areas, 
thus  overcoming  all  the  walking  that  was  required  at  previous  shows. 

Mr.  Schraeder  reports  that  a very  favorable  room  rate  of  $50.00  for  a 
single  or  double  room  has  been  secured.  It  is  hoped  that  with  these 
rates  more  NI  members  will  attend  the  show  and  participate  in  bourse 
activities  and  the  educational  exhibits. 

Some  bourse  space  is  still  available.  Interested  dealers  should  con- 
tact Ross  Schraeder,  Bourse  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  6094,  Richardson,  TX 
75080  for  information. 

***************************************************** ************ *★**★* 
FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Discusses  varieties  of  French  Indo-China  coinage 

Enclosed  are  examples  of  French  Indo-China  YV32  and  YV33,  1 and  5 Cent 
Aluminum,  with  a full  groove  around  the  edge,  unlisted  in  any  U.S. 
reference.  I hope  you  can  run  a little  information  on  them  to  make 
them  known  to  collectors.  These  are  to  be  donated  to  the  NI  Reference 
Collection. 

Fellow  French  Indo-China  researcher  friend  Anton  Fox  pointed  out  to  me 
that  these  two  pieces  with  a full  groove  around  the  edge  are  hard  to 
find.  After  additional  study  I have  located  specimens  with  a half- 
groove/half-smooth edge,  thanks  to  Bill  Toper  of  Spokane,  Washington. 

A couple  more  with  a full  groove  came  from  Lester  Snell  of  Sonoma, 
California.  Scott  Semans  had  only  one  specimen  of  the  1 Cent  with 
a full  groove,  while  all  others  had  the  common  smooth  edge. 

The  majority  of  collectors  and  dealers  do  not  know  that  these  exist. 

I would  like  to  know  the  reason  behind  the  groove  - is  it  there  for 
reasons  like  the  anti-casting  device  security  edge  on  the  1946-47 
1 Piastre  (Y24)? 

The  Vichy  issues  were  minted  in  Hanoi  and  were  poorly  done  with  many 
of  them  having  some  kind  of  error.  Does  anyone  have  an  explanation 
of  the  grooved  edge  pieces? 


John  L.  Pieratt 

2635  Hydraulic,  No.  32C 

Wichita,  Kansas  67216 


Whybom  lauds  Hebert  fs  Eretnaid  "Hoard"  article 

I was  really  impressed  by  the  Eretnaid  "Hoard"  article  by  Raymond  J. 
Hubert  in  the  current  (Feb.  '83)  NI  BULLETIN.  It  is  extremely  well 
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researched  and  written. 


Raymond  Whyborn 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

***★★★*★***★★★★★***★*★★*  *★★**★★**★★★★★***★*★*★★★•*★**  *★*★★★*■*•****★***** 
INFORMATION  , Please  - Repl i es 

Regarding  the  request  for  information  on  the  French  Consommer  tokens 
(NIBs  Feb.  1982,  pp36 - 37 ) , there  is  not  much  detailed  information 
about  these  tokens  available  that  I'm  aware  of. 

These  are  restaurant  tokens,  much  like  vending  machine  tokens  are 
today.  They  were  issued  by  many  establishments.  Mostly  from  France. 
The  larger  pieces  were  pre-World  War  I while  the  smaller  pieces  were 
from  the  1914-1930  era.  They  come  in  various  denominations  from  5 
centimes  to  75  centimes.  They  are  mostly  nickel  plated  brass  composi- 
tion but  the  older  pieces  are  brass  and  bronze. 

The  tokens  have  been  attributed  to  particular  restaurants  like  BUSSOZ 
in  Paris,  but  most  have  no  distinguishing  marks. 

There  are  some  illustrated  in  the  book  Katalog  dev  Fvccnzosischen  Not- 
munzen,  by  Hans  Meyer.  In  his  book  he  would  also  like  attribution  on 
many  of  the  pieces. 


Shane  M.  Cornell 
Jenks,  Oklahoma 


I am  writing  about  some  pieces  shown  in  INFORMATION,  Please,  in  the 
NI  BULLETIN  of  February  1983  (pp36-37). 

In  respect  to  the  second  piece  (with  obverse  lettering  of  C A S),  I 
would  venture  the  guess  that  it  is  either  a Low  Countries  or  an  Italian 
piece  from  the  1 6th- 1 7th  century. 

The  two  French  language  Consommer  tokens  were  used  in  restaurants  and 
bars;  I doubt  that  the  one  to  the  left  was  used  in  one  specific  loca- 
tion, it  looks  too  general.  The  other  one  may  belong  to  one  particular 
establishment. 

As  to  the  third  piece  (with  R counterstamp),  it  is  Spanish.  The  most 
visible  parts  belong  to  an  overstriking  (the  last  in  a series  of  count- 
erstamps) of  around  1658-59.  One  one  side  crowned  PHILIPPVS  monogram 
and  on  the  other  crowned  REX  monogram  (FEX). 

Paul  de  Groot 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 


The  two  CONSOMMER  tokens  on  page  37  of  the  February  1983  NI  BULLETIN 
are  stock  French  amusement  tokens. 


Jerry  F.  Schimmel 
San  Francisco,  California 
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THE  SZECHUAN  RUPEE  AND  ITS  VARIANTS 

by  Dr.  Karl  Gabrisch,  Mannheim,  Germany , NI  H 1330 

The  monetary  situation  in  China  during  the  last  decade  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury presented  a picture  of  utter  confusion.  Following  the  Opium  War 
of  1840-42  and  the  imposed  opening  of  some  ports  to  foreigners  an  in- 
flux of  foreign  currencies  was  observed  in  China.  Foreign  currencies, 
known  for  its  consistently  high  silver  content,  received  enormous  at- 
tention and  interest.  Around  the  turn  of  the  century  the  following 
foreign  coins  were  circulated  in  great  numbers:  the  Carolus-Dollar , 

the  Mexican  Dollar,  the  Japanese  Yen  and  a number  of  coins  from  Hong 
Kong.  Coins  from  French  Indo-China  reached  Tibet  through  Yunnan. 


India's  Victoria  Rupee  served  as  the  model 
for  the  Szechuan  Rupee (photo  1) 


Tibet  and  West-China  were  also  flooded  with  foreign  currency.  The 
Indian  Rupee  showing  the  picture  of  Queen  Victoria  and  minted  by  the 
East  India  Company,  surfaced  in  Tibet  in  great  numbers  and  from  there 
reached  the  western  provinces  of  China.  (Photo  1) 


Before  too  long  efforts  were  made  in  China  to  lessen  the  impact  of 
foreign  currency  and  to  normalize  the  monetary  chaos.  This  goal  was 
to  be  achieved  through  minting  of  dollar-like  coins  which,  it  was  hoped, 
would  slow  down  and  eventually  replace  the  influx  of  foreign  currency. 
This  particular  stamping  of  coins  became  known  in  the  numismatic  his- 
tory of  China  under  the  name  of  the  "Dragon-Dollar" . The  first  edition 
of  the  Dragon-Dollar  is  said  to  have  taken  place  in  Kwangtung  in  1890. 
The  first  mint  of  West-China  was  opened  in  1901  in  Chengdu,  the  capital 
of  Szechuan  province.  Soon  after,  Chun-Hsuen,  the  vice-king  of  Szech- 
uan, issued  regulations  regarding  the  control  of  the  Indian  rupee. 

The  intent  was  to  replace  the  Indian  rupee  with  a local  currency. 

Since  the  production  capacity  of  the  Chengdu  mint  was  not  fully  util- 
ized (WRIGHT,  page  35),  an  application  was  made  to  the  Chinese  throne 
to  issue  coins  resembling  the  Indian  rupee  then  in  circulation.  The 
application  of  the  vice-king  was  allowed  and  towards  the  end  of  1902 
or  early  in  1903  the  Chengdu  mint  began  to  issue  a new  currency.  As 
it  appears,  the  vice-king  managed  to  avoid  the  often  committed  mistake 
of  minting  an  entirely  new  coin  and  thus  avoided  a skeptiical  accept- 
ance if  not  forthright  rejection  of  the  new  coin  issues.  Wisely,  the 
Indian  rupee  was  copied  instead. 


Allowing  for  small  and  insignificant  changes,  the  new  Szechuan  coin 
became  an  imitation  of  Indian  coins  introduced  during  the  reign  of 
Queen  Victoria  (STRAUCH,  p.  323).  Both  coins  were  the  same  size  and 
approximately  the  same  weight.  The  new  coin's  obverse  featured  in- 
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stead  of  the  bust  of  Queen  Victoria,  the  facsimile  of  a Chinese  manda- 
rin. The  head  covering  was  Manchurian  as  was  the  uniform  of  the  por- 
trayed official,  his  pigtail  extending  to  his  shoulders.  The  size  was 
approximately  30  mm.  and  the  weight  approximately  11.4  g. 

The  frequent  speculation  that  the  coin  portrayed  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  Chinese  minting  a facsimile  of  the  previous  emperor 
Kuang— hsu,  has  so  far  eluded  any  real  foundation.  For  one,  the  name 
of  the  emperor  does  not  appear  on  the  coin.  The  reverse  of  the  Szech- 
uan dollar  shows  an  inscription  in  the  middle  Sze  chuan  sseng  tsao 
which  translates  "Made  in  the  Province  of  Szechuan".  Aside  from  the 
inscription,  the  coin  compares  rather  well  with  the  Indian  master 
coin.  The  encircling  ornamentation  in  the  form  of  a Lotus  motif,  dif- 
fers only  slightly  from  the  Indian  imprint  and  is  of  negligible  sig- 
nificance considering  that  among  the  Indian  editions  themselves  such 
small  changes  were  observed  during  various  minting  periods  (STRAUCH, 
p.  324). 

The  Szechuan  series  comprised  the  following  denominations:  the  1 rupee, 
the  1/2  Rupee  and  the  1/4  Rupee.  The  populace’s  acceptance  of  the  new 
coin  varied  according  to  the  monetary  value.  The  1 rupee  was  quite 
well  accepted  by  the  Tibetan  population  in  Szechuan  and  also  in  Tibet. 
However  the  smaller  denominations  were  not  as  readily  accepted  and 
hence  the  editions  were  much  smaller.  Tibetans  are  believed  to  have 
preferred  to  adhere  to  an  old  custom  of  cutting  into  pieces  the  1 ru- 
pee as  to  arrive  at  some  smaller  marketable  values  (see  illustrations 
17  and  18  below) . 

The  goal  of  the  Szechuan  minting  was  initially  a political  one.  The 
new  coin  was  to  slow  down  the  influx  of  Indian  coins  into  Tibet  as 
well  as  to  remind  the  Tibetan  population  of  their  expected  loyalty  to 
China.  Before  long  the  Szechuan  rupee  won  its  place  in  the  monetary 
market  of  the  region.  In  the  late  1930's  already  millions  of  editions 
were  in  circulation.  Unfortunately,  many  subsequent  editions  had  a 
reduced  silver  content  and  the  situation  tended  to  worsen. 

A PROPOSED  NEW  CLASSIFICATION  SYSTEM  OF  THE  SZECHUAN  RUPEE 

A great  many  approaches  to  classification  have  been  proposed  although 
none  has  met  with  general  acceptance  (KANN,  Catalogue,  p.  183-4).  The 
present  author  proposes  herewith  to  classify  according  to  four  char- 
acteristics. Two  characteristic  signs  of  the  coin’s  obverse  relate 
to  form  and  size  of  the  Head  and  the  presence  or  absence  of  a collar. 
Two  remaining  characteristic  symbols  on  the  coin's  reverse  relate  to 
the  position  of  the  rosette,  either  vertical  or  horizontal,  and  to  an 
additional  ornament  on  the  stem  of  the  Lotus  flower  in  the  1 o'clock 
position. 

The  coin's  obverse  may  be  described  with  Roman  numerals  I to  IV,  the 
position  of  the  rosette  may  be  described  with  capital  letters  A and  B, 
and  finally  the  additional  ornament  on  the  flower's  stem  on  the  rever- 
se of  the  coin  may  be  designated  with  the  Arabic  numbers  1 to  5.  Pro- 
ceeding in  this  way  it  may  be  possible  to  describe  and  to  classify  all 
available  variants  of  the  Szechuan  rupee  using  Roman  numbering,  Roman 
lettering  and  Arabic  numbering. 
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The  following  Obverse  types  may  thus  be  identified: 


I . 

Sma  1 1 

Head 

- without  collar 

II . 

Small 

Head 

- with 

collar 

Ill . 

Sma  1 1 

Head 

- with 

collar  and  flat  nose 

IV. 

Large 

Head 

Classification  of  the  coin's  reverse  is  as  follows: 

A.  Rosette,  vertical 

B.  Rosette,  horizontal 

The  following  varieties  of  Ornaments  on  the  stem  have  so  far  been 
recognized: 

1 . No  Leaf  on  the  stem 

2.  Leaf  on  the  stem 

3.  Bud  on  the  stem 

4.  Flower  on  the  stem 

5.  Twig  oh  the  stem 

The  author's  collection  includes  the  following  types  and  variants 


I-  A-  1 Small  Head  without  collar.  Rosette,  vertical.  No  leaf 

on  stem.  (Photo  2) 


I-  A-  5 Small  Head  without  collar.  Rosette,  vertical.  Twig  on 

on  stem.  (Photo  3) 
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I-  B-  3 Small  Head  without  collar.  Rosette,  horizontal.  Bud 

on  stem.  (Photo  4) 


I-  B-  4 


Small  Heaa  without  collar.  Rosette,  horizontal. 

on  stem.  (Photo  5) 


Flower 


II-  A-  1 Small  Head  with  collar.  Rosette,  vertical.  No  leaf 

on  stem.  (Photo  6) 


II-  A-  2 Small  Head  with  collar.  Rosette,  vertical.  Leaf 

on  stem  (Photo  7) 


t 


i 
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Ill-  A-  2 Small  Head  with 
Collar,  flat  nose.  Rosette, 
vertical.  Leaf  on  stem. 

(Photo  8,  left) 


II-  B-  2 Small  Head  with 
collar,  flat  nose.  Rosette 
Leaf  on  stem. 

(Photo  9,  left) 


IV-  A-  1 Large  Head. 

Rosette,  vertical. 
No  Leaf . 

(Photo  10,  left) 


(Photo  illustrations 
#11) 
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Other  variants  have  so  far  not  emerged,  at  least  not  to  the  author's 
knowledge.  The  obverse  classification  as  type  III  "Small  Head  with 
collar,  flat  nose  (Photos  8 , 9 above)  is  a new  type  in  the  presently 
known  typology  of  the  Szechuan  coin.  The  present  author  had  the  op- 
portunity to  simultaneously  compare  a variety  of  types  and  it  became 
apparent  that  the  TYPE  III  coin  presented  a unique  appearance.  One  is 
struck  by  the  differences  in  the  portrait  as  well  as  minute  details  of 
the  head  covering  in  comparison  to  types  I and  II  (Photo  illustrations 
Oil  above). 

Hybrid  Coins 

Kann  provided  descriptions  of  hybrid  coins  ('mules').  Such  coins  are 
repeatedly  offered  in  catalogues  distributed  by  dealers.  Dealers 
usually  advise  regarding  the  alleged  hybrid  coins  and  the  quoted 
price  reflects  the  supply.  In  the  opinion  of  this  writer,  'mules'  of 
the  1 Szechuan  rupee  have  not  been  found.  The  so-called  'mules'  may  be 
organized  using  the  classification  system  proposed  on  these  pages.  Of 
course,  the  proposed  system  does  not  provide  any  information  con- 
cerning the  frequency  of  individual  coin  types.  In  general,  coin 
types  with  Rosette,  horizontal,  seem  to  appear  less  frequently  in 
dealer's  offerings. 

Small  denominations 


Smaller  denominations  of  the  Szechuan  rupee  were  not  accepted  by  the 
populace  and  soon  disappeared  from  the  monetary  market.  It  was  not 
unusual  to  find  them  used  as  buttons,  or  added  to  "treasure"  collec- 
tions or  simply  melted  into  solid  metal.  Today  these  coins  are  rare 

The  1/2  rupee  (Photo  12)  was  called 
nyi  tsu  in  Tibetan,  whereas  the  1/4 
rupee  was  called  tsu.  Presumably 
varieties  of  the  1/2  rupees  exist. 
However  the  author  has  not  encoun- 
tered them.  Two  variants  are  known 
of  the  1/4  rupee.  They  differ  in  the 
ornament  in  the  9 o'clock  position  on 
reverse;  there  is  either  an  addition- 
al twig  (a)  (photo  12),  or  no  twig(b) 
(Photo  14).  This  variant  is  extremely  rare. 


(Photo  12)  (Photo  14) 

The  Gold  issues  of  the  Szechuan  Rupee 

Presumably  a limited  supply  of  all  three  denominations  of  the  Szechuan 
rupee  were  minted  in  solid  gold  and  distributed  as  gifts.  It  is  as- 
sumed that  these  coins  came  from  the  same  dies  used  for  silver  coinage. 
The  gold  issues  are  extremely  rare.  There  is  an  issue  of  the  smallest 


compared  with  rupee  pieces, 


(Photo  12) 
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denomination  in  gold  with  only  insignifi- 
cant differences  from  the  silver  coin  (Pho- 
to 15,  left)  and  it  was  alleged  by  Kann  that 
these  were  counterfeits  (Coin  B 91).  Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  Kann  was  not  always  a 
reliable  source  of  information. 


(Photo  15) 


Locations  of  Mints 


It  is  usually  assumed  that  the  minting  of 
the  Szechuan  rupee  took  place  between  1902  and  1938.  Traditionally 
it  has  been  assumed  that  coin  type  I ("Small  Head,  no  collar")  was 
the  first  coin  edition  in  China.  A number  of  writers  considered  this 
coin  to  have  the  highest  content  of  silver.  The  location  of  the  mint 
is  given  as  Chengdu,  the  capital  of  Szechuan.  It  would  appear  that 
this  edition  was  followed  by  the  type  II  coin  (Small  Head,  with  collar") 
and  coined  in  Chengdu  as  well.  Type  III  ("Small  Head,  with  collar, 
flat  nose")  appears  to  present  a transition  to  coin  type  IV  ("Large 
Head").  About  the  latter  it  is  known  for  sure  that  it  was  the  last 
print  of  the  mint  in  Ranting  (Taschienlu).  This  assumption  is  also 
supported  by  the  fact  that  the  type  IV  coin  reached  the  western  hemi- 
sphere after  World  War  II. 


The  Standard  of  the  Szechuan  Rupee 

The  Szechuan  rupee  was  produced  from  a mixture  of  silver  and  copper. 
The  first  issue  of  the  Chengdu  Mint  contained  a value  of  0.935  of  pure 
silver.  With  the  passage  of  time  the  silver  content  appears  to  have 
been  diminishing  and  the  last  edition  minted  in  Ranting  during  the 
chaos  and  unrest  of  the  1930 's  contained  about  750  parts  of  pure  sil- 
ver. Occasionally  coins  may  be  found  containing  a copper  base  with  a 
thin  silver  skin.  (Photo  16) 


(Photo  16) 


Number  of  Coins  per  Issue 

There  are  no  official  and  reliable  data  available  about  the  number  of 
coins  per  issue.  The  literature  provides  sporadic  and  usually  unreli- 
able information.  Li  Tong-Yuan  (pp  31-33)  reports  the  daily  minting 
of  about  4,000  coins.  Wagel  (pp.  126-7)  mentioned  that  in  1911  about 
1,092,865  coin  pieces  left  the  mint’s  press.  Kann  provided  the  fol- 
lowing figures  in  his  catalogue: 

1 Rupee,  1902-1928 

1/2  Rupee,  1902-1928 

1/4  Rupee,  1902-1928 


14,126,654  coins 
136,336  coins 
822,805  coins 
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Kann  was  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  bulk  of  coins  left  the  mint  be- 
tween 1902  and  1911.  With  the  declaration  of  the  republic  the  coin- 
age diminished  drastically. 

Relationship  to  other  Chinese  currencies 

Li  Tong-Yuan,  in  his  Ch inese-language  work,  provided  limited  data  on 
the  relationship  of  the  Szechuan  rupee  to  other  Chinese  currencies. 

A summarizing  table  is  provided: 

One  Szechuan  rupee  = 0.364  Yuan  Shih-Kai  silver  dollar.  However 
the  official  exchange  brought  only  0.448. 

370  Szechuan  rupees  = 100  silver  Liang 

100  Szechuan  rupees  = 137  copper  dollars  (copper  yen?) 

Notwithstanding  the  above  figures,  the  actual  exchange  may  have  varied 
considerably.  The  Szechuan  rupee,  also  called  the  Tibetan  Dollar,  was 
frequently  cut  in  half  for  marketing  purposes  (Photo  17).  The  process 

of  cutting  the  rupee  frequently  allowed  customers 
to  chip  away  from  the  coin's  middle.  There  was 
even  an  appropriate  saying  in  use  in  Tibet:  No 
deal  with  an  uncut  dollar.  It  is  alleged  that 
even  the  1/4  rupee  pieces  have  been  tampered 
with  (Photo  18).  In  1934  the  treasury  of  the 
Sinkiang  Province  made  cutting  of  the  rupee  il- 
legal. To  enforce  this  decree,  all  official  pay- 
ments had  to  be  made  with  uncut  coins.  Payment 
of  smaller  values  was  to  be  made  with  copper  coins. 
It  was  the  intent  of  the  government  to  collect 
all  multilated  coins.  However  the  dearth  of  coin- 
age in  use  in  Sinkiang  Province  and  in  Tibet  made 
this  decree  impractical. 


Photo  17,  obv,  rev. 


Photo  18  obverse,  reverse 

The  2%  Szechuan  Rupee 

A note  about  this  coin  is  in  order.  It  is  generally  believed  that 
there  was  no  official  minting  of  a 2h  rupee  (Raeburn,  p.  2,  No.  222). 
Although  the  catalogue  of  Moschniagin  and  co-workers  (p.  59,  No.  222) 
lists  the  2^  rupee  under  Tibetan  coins,  it  would  seem  now  that  this 
coin  is  a fantasy . It  may  be  speculated  that  the  2H  rupee  coins  were 
produced  for  prospective  coin  collectors  and  were  designed  to  close  the 
gap  between  the  rupee  and  the  dollar.  It  appears  that  these  fantasy 
coins  bear  witness  to  an  era  in  China's  history  which  will  not  be  re- 
peated. It  signified  a transition  period  following  the  downfall  of 
the  Mandchu  dynasty  and  the  birth  of  the  republic.  One  province  after 
another  strove  to  become  independent  under  the  unenlightened  war  lords. 
The  central  government  often  was  unable  to  spread  its  influence  into 
outlying  provinces,  especially  Szechuan  Province.  The  war  lords  took 


no 


possession  of  mints  and  proceeded  to  flood  their  territory  with  low- 
grade  coins.  The  ensuing  chaos  provided  a favorable  climate  for  min- 
ting fantasy  coinage.  It  is  usually  speculated  that  during  these  un- 
stable times  the  fantasy  coinage  in  question  was  produced.  In  support 
of  this  assumption  is  given  the  fact  that  the  2h  rupee  coins  appeared 
in  the  United  States  of  America  after  World  War  II. 

The  fantasy  coinage  of  the  transition  period  in  Chinese  history  attrac- 
ted the  attention  of  many  coin  collectors.  It  may  be  assumed  that  this 
hobby  is  rather  widespread.  At  some  coin  auctions  the  fantasy  coins 
are  said  to  have  been  priced  quite  high. 


(Photo 


This  author  is  in  possession  of  two  fantasy  coins  which  under  scrutiny 
turned  out  to  be  dissimilar.  One  of  the  coins  (Photo  19)  presents  an 
interesting  and  perhaps  original  stamp.  The  coin’s  obverse  bears  si- 
mi  liarity  with  the  Head  and  size  of  the  Type  II  coins.  The  weight  of 
this  coin  is  27.070  g.  The  second  coins  is  a rather  clumsy  production 
(Photo  20) , possibly  a cast  although  one  cannot  be  certain.  Compared 


(Photo  20) 


with  the  first  coin,  this  has  a larger  design,  the  Head  is  prolonged 
and  the  coin  has  a 'greasy'  appearance.  The  respective  weight  is 
26.385  g.  In  comparing  the  reverse  of  both  coins  one  notices  many 
differences . 


On  the  whole,  there  is  sparse  knowledge  of  the  fantasy  rupee  of  Szech- 
uan and  its  many  varieties  on  the  coin  market. 


Ill 
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A Thank  You  note  is  due  to  Mr.  D.  H.  Contractor  of  Rangpo,  Sikkim  for 
the  opportunity  to  photograph  the  cut  1/4  rupee  (Photo  18)  and  his 
permission  to  publish  it. 

(Ed.  Note:  This  translation  based  upon  the  article  "Beitrage  zur  tibet 
ischen  Numismatik  1:  Die  Sichuan  Rupie  und  ihre  Varianten  published 
in  Munstersche  Numismatische  Zeitung,  XII,  Jahrg. , Nr.  4,  44-47 ;1982) 

(Translated  from  German  by  Dr.  John  Gabrys,  Chilliwack,  B.C.  Canada) 

********************************************************************** 

INITIALS  ON  BRAZILIAN  COINS 

by  David  N.  Roberts 

Mint  employees  in  Brazil  were  never  allowed  to  put  their  initials  on 
coins,  the  logic  being  that  they  were  being  paid  as  regular  employees 
of  the  mint  and  did  not  deserve  any  special  recognition  not  shown  to 
other  mint  employees. 

However,  if  the  designer  of  the  coin  was  not  a mint  employee,  he  was 
allowed  to  put  his  name  (1822-1889)  or  initials  (1889-1965)  on  the 
obverse  of  the  coin.  If  he  was  also  the  engraver  or  the  engraver  was 
a mint  employee,  no  initials  would  appear  on  the  reverse.  If  the  en- 
graver was  not  the  designer  and  not  a mint  employee  his  initials  would 
appear  on  the  reverse.  That  is  why  you  will  find  coins  with  initials 
only  on  the  obverse  or  only  on  the  reverse  or  on  both  sides  and  coins 
with  no  initials  at  all.  I wouldn't  know  how  you  could  find  out  who 
the  initials  stood  for,  though.  I tried  to  find  out  while  I was  there 
and  never  could. 

(Art.  Ed.  Note:  I have  seen  the  following  initialed  Brazilian  coins: 

1944  50  Centavos  (Y-66a)  Vargas , one  with  initials  on  obverse  and 
another  with  initials  on  the  reverse ; and  1938  1000  Reis  (Y52)  Anchieta 
with  initials  CB/W  on  reverse.) 
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PRINZ  EUGEN,  DER  EDLE  RITTER 


by  Walter  Bergman , F.S.A.N.S.  , Cape  Town,  So.  Africa , NI  if  17 83 

There  exists  a well-known  German  folksong  Prinz  Eugen , der  edle  Rit- 
ter (Prince  Eugene,  the  noble  knight),  writen  and  composed  during  the 
first  half  of  the  19th  century,  which  gives  praise  to  the  outstanding 
martial  exploits  of  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy.  Furthermore,  the  Republic 
of  Austria  has  struck  two  silver  coins  honouring  the  memory  of  this 
prince,  the  first  being  a 2 schilling  piece  carrying  the  date  1936, 
recording  his  death  in  1736,  200  years  previously,  and  the  other  being 
a 25  schilling  coin  of  1963,  commemorating  the  300th  anniversary  of 
his  birth.  Depicted  on  both  these  coins  are  portraits  of  Prince 
Eugene,  on  the  former  is  a portrait  in  profile,  facing  left,  and  on 
the  latter  is  a half-length  portrait,  the  head  facing  full  on. 


When  now-a-days  one  refers  to  the  House  of  Savoy,  one  immediately 
thinks  of  Italy,  which  country  after  its  unification  during  the  last 
century  was  ruled  until  1946  by  kings  emanating  from  that  royal  house. 
But  the  County,  later  to  become  the  Kingdom  of  Savoy,  was  situated  in 
the  South-East  of  France,  bordering  on  Switzerland. 

Prince  Eugene  was  born  in  1663  at  Paris.  As  his  mother  was  out  of 
favour  at  the  French  court  - she  was  later  banished  from  France  - the 
young  prince  realised  that  there  would  be  no  future  for  him  in  his  coun- 
try of  birth.  Thus,  he  went  to  Austria,  where  he  entered  the  army. 
Austria  at  that  time  was  in  great  danger.  The  Turks  were  overrunning 
all  of  South-Eastern  Europe.  Parts  of  Austria  had  already  fallen  to 
the  Infidels,  and  Vienna  was  under  siege.  It  was  here  that  in  1683 
Prince  Eugene  fought  his  first  real  battle,  at  the  very  time,  when 
John  Sobieski,  King  of  Poland,  came  to  the  defence  of  the  beleaguered 
city.  After  a single  day’s  fierce  and  desperate  fighting,  in  which  the 
young  prince  distinguished  himself,  the  Turks  retreated,  never  to  re- 
turn. In  fact,  from  then  onwards  they  were  driven  back  steadily,  pur- 
sued by  Prince  Eugene  who  in  the  battles  which  followed  displayed  con- 
siderable ability  in  the  field.  He  proved  himself  an  excellent  cam- 
paigner and  a superb  tactician.  When  soon  thereafter  he  had  to  fight 
the  French  in  Italy,  once  again  he  won  acclaim.  Then  in  1687,  the 
Austrian  army  wrested  from  the  Turks  the  Magyar  capital  Buda. 

Prince  Eugene's  outstanding  military  achievements  resulted  in  his 
promotion  to  Fieldmarshal  and  Commander-in-Chitf  of  the  Austrian  army. 
When  once  more  he  had  to  move  against  the  Turks,  he  routed  them  in 
the  famous  Battle  of  Zenta  (Ed.  Note:  See  the  April  '81  NIB  for  more 
on  this  Battle , "The  Seal  of  Mustafa" ) , in  1697,  and  ousted  them  from 
most  of  the  territory  known  today  as  Hungary  and  part  of  present-day 


Eugen,  1936  Austria  Corrmem. 


Eugen,  1963  Corrmem. 
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Yugoslavia  and  Rumania.  When  consequently  in  1699  the  Peace  of  Carlo- 
witz  was  signed,  all  these  recovered  lands  virtually  came  under  Austrian 
authority . 

During  the  two  years  that  followed  Prince  Eugene  campaigned  success- 
fully in  Italy,  but  when  in  1701  the  War  of  Spanish  Succession  loomed, 
he  was  ready  to  enter  the  fight.  The  cause  of  this  war  was  the  im- 
pending death  of  the  sickly  and  childless  king  of  Spain,  the  last  of 
the  Spanish  Habsburgs.  France,  Austria,  as  well  as  Prussia  had  ligiti- 
mate  claims  to  the  Spanish  throne.  But  England,  the  Netherlands,  Prus- 
sia and  Austria  had  joined  forces  to  prevent  Louis  XIV  of  France  from 
occupying  the  throne.  Prince  Eugene  and  the  English  General,  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  exercised  joint  command  of  the  allied  armies.  Time  and 
again,  in  battles  taking  place  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  such  as 
at  Blenheim  in  Bavaria  in  1704,  at  Turin  in  Italy  in  1706  and  at  Oude- 
narde  in  today's  Belgium  in  1708,  the  French  were  defeated,  yet  diplo- 
matic shifts  even  within  the  original  alliance  caused  the  war  to  carry 
on.  In  a naval  action,  as  early  as  in  1704,  England  had  occupied 
Gibraltar,  which  has  remained  British  ever  since.  The  war  extended  as 
far  afield  as  to  North  America,  when  in  1711  English  troops  undertook 
an  expedition,  for  once  unsuccessful,  against  Quebec,  which  at  that  time 
still  belonged  to  France. 

Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  proved  to  be  a su- 
perb combination  of  military  leaders,  wellnigh  invincible.  Finally, 
after  much  behind  the  scene  diplomatic  maneuvering  the  War  of  Spanish 
Succession  came  to  a conclusion  with  the  signing  of  various  treaties 
in  1713,  1714  and  as  late  as  1720, 

Soon  thereafter  Prince  Eugene  once  again  had  to  take  the  field  against 
the  Turks  and  once  again  he  gained  victories.  After  a long  siege  he 
occupied  the  city  of  Belgrade  (Beograd)  in  1717. 

The  fact  that  he  was  much  respected  by  his  soldiers  must  have  facili- 
tated his  campaigns.  He  treated  his  fighting  men  well,  which  was  not 
the  accepted  norm  in  those  days.  He  gave  them  good  food,  provided 
them  with  proper  quarters,  where-ever  possible,  and  rewarded  the  ve- 
terans with  lands  taken  from  the  enemy,  colonising  these  parts  of  the 
country  at  the  same  time  with  loyal  elements.  For  his  country  of 
adoption  he  laid  the  foundation  stones  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  empire 
which  soon  thereafter  was  to  become  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations 
of  Europe.  It  is  not  surprising  that  Prince  Eugene  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Austrian  Emperor  Charles  VI,  and  became  his  political 
advisor.  The  emperor  came  to  rely  more  and  more  upon  him,  and  thus 
the  prince  became  all-powerful.  Until  1724  the  prince  was  also  otad- 
holder  of  the  Netherlands. 

Apart  from  being  a briliant  military  strategist  and  campaigner.  Prince 
Eugene  was  also  a patron  of  the  arts,  a friend  of  the  learned  and  a 
man  who  appreciated  beauty.  Tn  today's  Vienna  are  to  be  found  two 
monuments  to  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  one  being  the  equestrian  statue 
on  the  Heldenplatz  - the  Square  of  Heroes,  the  other  being  an  indirect 
but  most  powerful  reminder  of  his  life.  The  focus  now  moves  to  yet 
another  Austrian  coin,  a commemorative  25  schilling  piece  in  silver 
of  the  year  1968.  This  coin  shows  on  its  obverse  the  Belvedere  Palace, 
seen  through  its  magnificent  wrought-iron  entrance  portal.  After  the 
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Prince  Eugene's  Belvedere 
Palace  on  an  Austrian  coin 
honoring  Architect  von  Hilde- 
Brandt . 

the  beauty  of  the  palace  erected 
in  1736. 


defeat  of  the  Turks  and  the  establish- 
ment of  Habsburg  power  in  Hungary  this 
palace  was  built  by  the  famous  archi- 
tect Lucas  von  Hildebrandt  as  the  sum- 
mer residence  for  Prince  Eugene  of 
Savoy.  This  palace  in  the  Baroque 
style  with  its  lovely  gardens  is  one 
of  the  landmarks  of  Vienna.  It  stands 
there,  a memorial  to  this  hero  of 
Austria,  for  all  to  see,  admire  and 
treasure . 

Although  the  afore-mentioned  coin  com- 
memorates Lucas  von  Hildebrandt ' s 
birthday  300  years  ago,  it  shows  up 
for  Prince  Eugene  who  died  in  Vienna 


THE  JANUS-HEAD  DIDRACHMS 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine,  NI  §1832 

213-212  BC.  AR  Didrachm  (debased.  Quadri- 
gatus  of  the  2nd  Punic  Wan).  Laur . '(uni- 
form hd.  of  the  Dioscuri . Rev:  Jupiter  in 
quadriga  rt.  driven  by  victory;  he  holds 
sceptre  in  l.  and  hurls  thunderbolt  with 
r. ; below , ROMA  in  linea.r  square.  Crawford 
28/3,  IV.  4.  Syd.  68.  81  grains.  Fine,  RRR. 

When  we  look  at  our  coinage  today,  we  frequently  yearn  for  the  good 
old  days  when  'cash'  really  meant  something.  And  when  we  think  of 
ancient  times,  we  think  of  centuries  pure  silver  and  gold  coins. 

But  history  telescopes  events,  and  if  we  look  closely,  we  find  that 
this  just  isn't  so.  There  is  rarely  a lifespan  in  history  when  the 
purity  of  the  precious  metals  in  coins  wasn't  being  tampered  with  by 
the  issuing  agency  or  government.  Host  collectors  of  ancients  know 
about  the  Carthaginian  debasement  of  gol  d and  silver,  but  time  and 
again,  one  hears  or  reads  about  the  'pure  silver'  content  of  the 
coins  of  the  Roman  Republic,  and  about  being  able  to  detect  a coun- 
terfeit by  the  sound  of  the  'ring'  when  dropped  on  a countertop.  This, 
of  course,  is  just  not  so.  With  all  the  costly  wars  the  Romans 
fought,  there  was  hardly  a decade  went  by  without  some  debasement  of 
the  silver,  and  I don't  mean  just  fourres  (silver-plated  coins) 

During  the  second  Punic  War,  for  example,  the  silver  percentage  of 
the  Janus-head  didrachms  dropped  in  stages  from  99%  to  80%,  then  60%. 
and  finally  30%.  After  the  war,  the  purity  was  restored  Of  course, 
these  coins  are  much  rarer  today,  because  of  the  law  that  when  low 
quality  money  is  put  into  circulation,  good  money  goes  into  hiding 
You  can  easily  see  that  it  would  be  a rare  (and  foolish)  thing  for 
someone  to  'hoard'  a pile  of  base  silver  coins..  So  while  many  trea- 
sures of  good  silver  didrachms  have  been  found,  there  is  only  an  oc- 
casional 30%  silver  piece  among  them. 


Debased  issue 
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"KING  OF  PORTUGAL  WITH  ETHIOPIA"  TITLE 
ON  A 1698  COPPER  COIN  OF  PETER  II 


by  Charles  K.  Parish , Westport 3 Conn.  3 NI  #3Z1 


The  inscription  on  this  20  Reis  coin  of  King  Peter  II  of  Portugal 
(1694-1706)  reads,  on  the  obverse,  "Peter  II,  by  the  grace  of  God, 

King  of  Portugal  with  Ethiopia"  (spelled  AETHIOPIA  on  the  coin).  And, 
on  the  reverse,  "Through  moderate  use,  keep  it  bright".  It  is  the 
portion  of  the  legend  "King  of  Portugal  with  Ethiopia"  that  is  of  in- 
terest here. 

I do  not  believe  this  coin  has  been  published  in  the  standard  texts 
on  Portuguese  coins:  Batalha  Reis,  Ferraro  Vas  or  Arago.  However  this 
20  Reis  with  a different  date  (and  without  counterstamp)  was  published 
by  Manual  B.  L.  Ferandes  in  Memoria  das  Moedas  Correntes  em  Portugal 


"Specimen  Published  by  Ferandes"  dated  1697 


(pg.  235),  Lisbon,  1856.  He  erroneously  ascribes  it  to  Brazil,  un- 
doubtedly because  it  circulated  there  at  one  time.  (Notice  the  coun- 
terstamp of  Portuguese  Arms  over  the  X X of  the  denomination,  on  the 
1698  coin,  which  reportedly  was  applied  ca.  1809  by  Brazil.) 

Actually,  the  correct  attribution  of  this  coin  is  to  Angola,  also 
known  as  Portuguese  West  Africa.  Known  dates  are  1695,  1697,  1698 
and  1699.  The  mintmark  P,  repeated  four  times  on  the  coin,  is  for 
Porto  (Oporto,  Portugal). 

On  its  face  it  is  not  clear  why  Peter  II  should  issue  a coin  claiming 
jurisdiction  over  Ethiopia.  It  is  true  that  one  of  his  predecessors 
(John  III)  issued  a coin  as  king  of  Portugal,  Algarve  and  GINE3 
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ETHIOPTE.  AFAIE.  PERSIE.  INDIA,  but  this  was  a propaganda  coin  paid  for 
by  private  funds,  though  with  the  king's  consent.  However,  I do  not 
think  that  the  coin  we  are  discussing  was  issued  for  propaganda  pur- 
poses. 

At  this  time  Portugal  had  a very  close  relation  with  Ethiopia.  History 
tells  us  that  Portugal  "discovered"  Ethiopia  in  1520  (altho  the  Axumite 
Kingdom  was  actually  flourishing  there  even  before  the  time  of  the 
Christian  era!)  when  Father  Alverez  visited  there,  and  wrote  a book  on 
his  return  which  generated  considerable  interest  throughout  Europe. 
Portuguese  influence  in  Ethiopia  was  later  enhanced  by  Catholic  mis- 
sionaries who  were  sent  there  and  by  Portuguese  troops  who  were  dis- 
patched there  in  1541  to  assist  in  repelling  a Muslim  invasion  from 
the  east.  These  troops  remained  in  Ethiopia  and  eventually  integrated 
into  the  local  population. 


Since,  at  that  time,  Portugal  was  maintaining  diplomatic  relations  with 
Ethiopia,  it  scarcely  seems  possible  that  Peter  should  claim  authority 
over  this  place.  The  explanation,  I believe,  as  to  why  /ETHIOP  was^ 
used  on  Peter's  coin  lies  in  the  original  meaning  of  the  word  i.e.  "the 
land  of  black  people"  or  more  simply  "Africa".  In  short  it  referred 
to  the  Portuguese  colonies  in  Africa  and  not  to  the  nation  which 
presently  bears  this  name. 


LEPIDUS  AND  OCTAVIAN  by  the  late  Larry  Devine 3 NT  # 1832 


an  unusually  large  flan. 


Ca.  42  BC.  AR  Denarius.  Bare 
head,  of  Lepidus,  rt.;  around  LE- 
P IDV S . PON . MAX .III.V.R.P.C.  Rev.: 
Bare  Bead  of  Octavian  3 rt. ; around 
CAESAR  IMP .III.VIR.R.P.C.  Crawford 
495/2A 3 Syd.  1323 3 S.336.  Rarity  6. 
Fine3  unusual  perfect  centering  on 


I mentioned  (in  "Mark  Anthony,  Shakespeare's  Hero",  June  BULLETIN) 
that  luck  had  played  a good  part  in  Mark  Anthony's  destiny,  but  the 
fickle  finger  of  fortune  was  frowning  at  him  compared  with  the  favors 
she  bestowed  on  Lepidus.  Even  he  had  trouble  believing  the  honors  be- 
stowed upon  him,  without  his  having  done  anything  apparent  to  deserve 
them.  But  as  soon  as  the  surprise  went  away,  he  would  see  (to  himself) 
that  of  course  it  should  be  so;  was  he  not  Aemilius  Lepidus,  of  impec- 
cable lineage?  and  from  that  moment  on  he  would  always  feel  that  he 
had  earned  that  particular  honor.  And  this  had  a culminative  effect; 
with  each  new  honor,  his  greatness  his  own  eyes  increased,  until  fi- 
nally, he  felt  that  he  was  the  only  person  who  really  deserved  to  be 
the  ruler  of  Rome.  His  practical  wife  realized  all  along  what  a jerk 
he  was,  but  when  Octavian  finally  and  bluntly  put  it  to  him,  it  came 
as  a hell  of  a shock.  Actually,  it  was  due  to  his  wife  Junia's  life- 
long friendship  with  Caesar, (she  was  the  daughter  of  Servilia,  Caesar's 
long-time  mistress,  and  later,  trusted  friend)  that  we  know  of  Lepidus 
at  all.  There  is  a more  than  50%  chance  that  he  would  have  followed 
Pompey  to  Greece  along  with  the  other  senators,  had  not  Junia  advised 
him  that  his  best  opportunity  was  to  attach  himself  to  Caesar.  Caesar 
was  in  desperate  need  of  someone  respectable,  to  administer  Rome  during 
his  absence;  and  Lepidus,  to  his  credit,  was  a good  administrator,  as 
long  as  he  didn't  have  to  make  any  important  decisions. 
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BYZANTINE  DENOMINATIONS 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  HLM-12 

Few  of  the  Byzantine  denominations  are  familiar  outside  of  Byzantine 
specialists,  and  in  particular  those  in  the  latter  part  of  the  empire's 
existence.  The  following  list  may  help  to  familiarize  collectors.  In 
many  cases  there  will  have  been  fractional  parts  used  of  some  of  the 
denominations;  also  with  the  ever  increasing  debasements,  the  name  of 
the  coin  may  be  prefixed  by  its  metal,  i.e.  copper  trachea,  electrum 
or  billon  trachy. 

Some  denominations  became  money  of  account  terms  in  business  and  its 
related  documents.  For  a full  understanding  of  the  later  denominations 
and  their  relationships,  I would  recommend  Philip  Grierson's  new  work, 

BYZANTINE  COINS. 


ANONYMOUS  FOLLES 


ASPER 


BAS  I LI  CON 


BEZANT 

BILLON 

"BLACK"  BILLON 
DECANUMMIUM 

DUCATELLO 

ELECTRUM 


FOLLIS 


The  copper  coins  of  Byzantium  struck  in  the 
10th  and  11th  centuries,  so  called  because 
no  ruler  was  portrayed.  They  are  amongst  the 
most  common  of  the  Byzantine  series. 

The  large  silver  coins  of  Trebizond  (term 
also  used  of  certain  Osmanli  coins).  The 
Greek  word  meant  "fresh"  or  "white",  and  so 
later  used  for  silver  coins. 

A silver  coin  like  the  Ventian  ducat,  some- 
times called  an  "imperial",  i.e.  BASILEUS  - 
a king  in  Greek.  In  a similar  way  the  gold 
pound  or  20  shilling  pieces  in  the  United 
Kingdom  was  (is)  called  a "sovereign". 

The  Western  European  name  of  the  Byzantine 
"solidus",  used  in  international  trade  and 
respected  for  its  purity  and  weight. 

A silver  copper  alloy  in  which  less  than  50% 
is  silver.  The  expression  comes  from  the 
mints  of  Western  Europe;  the  Byzantine  name 
is  unknown. 

Nickname,  a very  low  grade  billon  in  which 
there  is  almost  no  silver,  hence  of  dark  color. 

A copper  coin  of  10  nummia.  In  the  earlier 
period  of  the  empire  there  were  quite  a var- 
iety of  nummi  denominations  (40,20,10,5). 

See  STAVRAT0N. 

The  alloy  of  gold  and  silver  which  occurs 
naturally  in  Anatolia-Turkey-Asia  Minor,  as 
in  the  earliest  known  coins.  In  the  later 
empire  the  electrum,  or  pale  gold  coins,  are 
that  way  because  the  proportions  of  silver 
and  copper  affect  the  gold  color. 

The  largest  copper  coin  of  the  Byzantine  Em- 
pire (copper  is  found  very  richly  in  eastern 
Turkey),  actually  40  nummi.  Originally  the 
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HEXAGRAM 

word  meant  a "purse",  and  is  a classical  ex- 
ample of  the  transfer  of  a name  to  a specific 
coin . 

Literally  6 grammata  - a silver  coin  which 
Heraclius  introduced.  There  were  12  to  the 
solidus. 

HISTAMENON 

Here  is  another  example  of  a name  or  term 
being  transferred  to  a particular  coin  - the 
gold  "nomisma".  The  actual  meaning  of  the 
word  was  "standard".  In  the  12th  and  13th 
centuries  the  name  was  used  for  the  copper 
and  billon  concave  coins,  mainly  in  use  with 
the  Latins. 

HYPERPYRON  (PERPERUM) 

Again  a name  transferred  to  a coin  - namely 
the  20^  carat  gold  coin  minted  by  Alexius  I 
in  1092.  (He  had  a major  currency  reform.) 
Originally  the  word  meant  "refined".  Later 
the  coin  was  greatly  debased  and  eventually 
the  name  was  used  for  a big  silver  coin  which 
had  only  half  its  value. 

LIGHT  WEIGHT  SOLIDI 

Gold  coins  that  were  23-20  carats  and  not  24, 
struck  in  the  mid-6th  to  late-7th  centuries. 
Usually  they  were  so  marked. 

MICHAELATON 

A nomisma  of  Michael  VII  and  later  applied 
more  generally  to  nomismata  in  the  second 
half  of  the  11th  century.  A similar  thing 
was  to  happen  in  Turkey  ever  so  many  centur- 
ies later  when  the  big  silver  coin  of  Abdul 
Mecid  was  called  a "mecidiye"  - or  the  gold 
pound  (lira)  of  Mehmet  V Resat  was  called  a 
"resadiye" . 

MIL I ARENS I S (MILIARENSA) 

A silver  coin,  perhaps  so  called  because 
1000  were  counted  to  a pound  of  gold. 

MILI ARESION 

The  basic  silver  coin  of  which  12  equalled 
the  solidus,  used  from  the  "hexagram"  on- 
wards. Usually  used  for  the  broad  thin  coins 
of  Leo  III.  After  the  11th  century  it  was 
only  a money  of  account,  1/12  nomisma. 

MONEY  OF  ACCOUNT 

A denomination  referred  to  in  financial  docu- 
ment, even  though  no  such  coin  was  struck, 
e.g.  MIL I ARES I ON . (In  Great  Britain,  up  to 
World  War  II,  certain  items  were  always  pric- 
ed in  guineas  (21/-)  though  guineas  had  long 
since  ceased  to  be  minted.) 

NOMISMA 

The  gold  solidus.  In  the  10th  century  it  was 
split  into  two  denominations.  Eventually 
the  NOMISMA  was  called  a HYPERPYRON.  Orig- 
inally the  word  meant  a coin.  Similarly  the 
Turkish  word  "para"  menat  money,  later  a de- 
nomination . 

NUMMUS 

This  word  in  Latin  meant  "coin"  and  in  early 
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PENTANUMMIUM 
PERPERUM  (PERPERO) 

SCYPHATE 


SOLIDUS 


STAMENON 

STAVRATON 

TARTERONES 

TETARTERON 

TORNESE  (TORNESELLO) 
TRACHY 

TRACHY  ASPRON 


Byzantine  history  it  was  the  smallest  coin 
in  the  accounting  system,  i.e.  1/40  follis. 

Copper  coin  of  5 NUMMI . 

The  Western,  i.e.  Latin,  name  for  the 
HYPERPYRON. 

The  Byzantine  coins  which  are  concave.  The 
name  originated  in  the  19th  century  from  the 
numismatic  misunderstanding  of  a term  in  a 
Italian  document  of  that  time.  Much  of  our 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  various 
denominations  and  related  financial  matters 
of  the  later  empire  are  dependent  on  the 
many  business  documents  of  the  Venetian  Re- 
public. 

The  standard  Byzantine  coin  of  24  carats,  72 
per  pound  being  struck.  To  the  Eastern  Medi- 
terranean world  this  coin  (the  bezant)  became 
in  trade  what  the  owl  of  Athens  had  once  been 
the  term  NOMISMA  (Greek)  was  more  generally 
used  after  the  10th  century. 

See  HISTAMENON. 

A name  for  NOMISMATA  in  the  11th  century  and 
the  silver  HYPERPYRON  in  the  late  14th  and 
15th  centuries  because  the  legends  began 
with  a cross.  It  is  the  Greek  word  for  a 
"cross" . 

The  Latin  name  for  the  small  but  thick  copper 
coins  minted  after  1092,  so  called  because 
they  looked  like  the  gold  "tetartera"  of  the 
period. 

A light  weight  NOMISMA,  two  carats  lighter 
than  the  regular  one,  minted  965-1092  AD. 

A low  grade  billon  coin  struck  on  many  areas 
of  the  Aegaen , including  Constantinople. 

From  the  French  "tournois". 

The  concave  coins  of  the  1 1 1 h - 1 4th  centuries. 
The  word  meant  "not  flat". 

The  1/3  NOMISMA  of  electrum,  or  billon  trachy 
- 1/48  HPYERPYRON  of  Alexius  I. 


*********************************************************************** 


AMBER  FOR  DIRHEMS 


The  Lithuanians  used  amber  in  trading  with  the  early  Arab  traders 
who  paid  in  silver  Dirhems.  These  silver  Dirhems  were  then  melted 
into  long  strips  of  high  grade  silver  bars.  The  Lithuanians  in  turn 
used  the  silver  bars  bartering  with  the  Russians  for  wheat,  furs 
and  other  necessities.  The  Russians  made  their  early  Kopeks  ("to 
cut")  with  this  silver.  The  Lithuanians  found  their  amber  on  Baltic 
beaches . 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints 
for  the  particular  year. 

PANAMA  (Continued):  Y15  - 1930,  1932,  1947;  Y15a  - 1966T1,  1967,  1968, 

1970,  1971 ; Y16  - C;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - C;  Y22  - C to 

1975  X(Proof  yearsj;  Y23  - C^;  Y23a  - C to  1972  X (Proof  years);  Y24  - 
C;  Y25  - C;  Y26v  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y34  - 1975FM(U). 

PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA  - New  Guinea:  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - 1938;  Y8  - C; 

Y9  - C;  Y 1 0 - C.  PAPUA:  Y1  - 1975;  Y2  - 1975;  Y3  - 1975;  Y4  - 1975; 

Y5  - 1975;  Y6  - 1975. 

PARAGUAY:  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y15  -C; 

Y16  - C;  Y20  - 1950;  Y21  - 1947;  Y22  - 1947;  Y23  - 1948;  Y24  - 1944; 

Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C. 

PERU:  Y9  - 1864;  Y9a  - 1919;  Y10  - 1864,  1895;  Yll  - 1941;  Ylla  - 

1942;  Y13  - 1918,  1933;  Y13a  - 1945,  1947,  1948;  Y14  - 1906,  1914; 

Y15  - 1900;  Y16  - 1912;  Y17  - 1865;  Y18.1  - 1864/54;  Y18.12  - 1893; 

Y25  - 1879;  Y26  - 1880;  Y29  - C;  Y31  - 1934;  Y32  - 1937;  Y32a  - 1943; 

Y32b  - 1942;  Y33  - 1921;  Y34  - 1935;  Y36.1  - 1923;  Y36.2  - 1934;  Y38a 
- 1952,  1956,  1957,  1958,  1960,  1962,  1963;  Y39a  - 1954,  1955,  1957, 
1959,  1961,  1963;  Y40  - 1943;  Y40a  - 1955,  1960,  1962,  1963;  Y41  - 
1951,  1955,  1960,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1965;  Y42  - 1951;  Y43  - 1945; 

Y44  - 1959,  1963;  Y45  - C;  Y46  - C;  Y53  - C;  Y54  - C;  Y55  - C;  Y56  - 

C;  Y57  - C;  Y64  - 1968;  Y54  - CX  T1966);  Y65a  - CX  T1970,  1975);  Y67  - 

1967,  1968,  1969,  1975;  Y68  - 1967,  1968,  1970,  1974;  Y69  - C;  Y71  - Ci 

Y82  - 1977. 

PHILIPPINES:  Y14  - 1903,  1904;  Y15  - 1903,  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913, 

1914,  1918,  1920,  1921,  1927,  1929,  1933;  Y16  - 1903,  1918;  Y18  - 1903; 
Y21  - 1903S;  Y22  - 1915,  1921;  Y23  - 1917;  Y25  - 1907;  Y29  - 1937, 

1944;  Y30a  - C;  Y31  - CX  (1938);  Y32  - CX  (1938);  Y33  - 1944;  Y34  - C; 
Y35  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - CX  (1962,  1966);  Y38  - C;  Y39  - C;  Y40  - C;  ' 

Y42  - C;  Y43  - C;  Y44  - C;  Y46  - CX  (1968);  Y47  - 1967,  1972,  1974; 

Y48  - CX  (1970);  Y49  - CX  (1969,  1974);  Y50  - 1967,  1972;  Y52  - C; 

Y52a  - C;  Y53  - 1972;  Y55  - 1975FM(M),  1926FM(M7TY56a  - 1979,  1980; 

Y57  - 1 975FM(M) ; Y57a  - 1979,  1980;  Y58  - 1976FM(M);  Y58a  - 1979, 

1980;  Y59  - 1979. 


POLAND:  Y5  - 1918;  Y6  - 1917  away,  1918;  Y7  - 1918;  Y8  - C;  Y8a  - 

1925,  1938;  Y9a  - 1932,  1936,  1937;  Y10  - C;  YlOa  - 1928;  M3  - 1923; 

Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y29  - 1936;  Y39  - C;  Y40  - C; 

Y41  - C;  Y42a  - C;  Y43  - C;  Y43a  - C;  Y44a  - C;  Y45a  - C;  YA46  - 
1959,  1962,  1963,  1968;  Y46  - 1958;  YA47  - 1965;  YAA47  - 1965,  1968, 
1973;  Y47  - 1959,  1974;  Y48  - 1957,  1973;  Y49  - 1965,  1970;  Y50  - 
1960;  Y50a  - 1969;  Y51  - 1959;  Y51a  - 1968;  Y52  - C;  Y52a  - C;  Y54-  C; 
Y55  - C;  Y58  - C;  Y59  - C;  Y60  - C;  Y61  - C;  Y62  - C. 

Danzig:  Y3  - 1930,  1937;  Y4  - 1926;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C. 

(Continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Dr.  J.  P.  C.  Kent.  ROMAN  IMPERIAL  COINAGE.  VOL.  VII.  Family  of 

Constantine.  Spinks,  London,  1981.  49pp,  introduction,  notes,  bib- 

liography, hoard  lists,  etc.  605pp  text  (small  print),  28  plates, 
418  coins  (obv./rev.).  Hard  back.  $150.00. 

It  is  hard  to  realize  that  this  huge  catalog  covers  only  27  years  of 
the  Roman  Empire.  If  one  wanted  to  collect  Roman  coins  but  lacked 
the  means  in  the  contemporary  market,  I would  recommend  just  working 
in  this  period.  Coins  in  all  metals  are  plentiful,  those  in  base 
billon  and  bronze  being  particularly  so;  and  of  these  last  there  is 
an  infinite  variety  with  always  the  chance  of  a new  discovery.  In- 
cidentally "base  billon"  is  a new  term  used  in  this  catalog  and  is 
the  result  of  the  greatly  increased  knowledge  of  the  metallurgy  of 
the  period. 

There  were  16  mints  striking  for  Constantine  II,  Constantius  II, 
Constans , Megnentius,  Decentius,  Gallus,  Julian  and  Jovian,  in  var- 
ious combinations  and/or  alone  which,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
numbers  of  officinae  and  the  various  symbols,  one  can  get  some  idea 
of  the  great  varieties  of  coins  available  to  the  collector.  Their 
use  covered  an  enormous  area  for  they  may  be  encountered  in  Southern 
India  (the  smallest  bronze),  though  probably  the  coins  of  Valentin- 
ians  are  more  common.  Thus,  for  the  legend  FEL  TEMP  REPARTIO,  the 
illustration  shows  some  of  the  symbols  that  may  be  found  at  the 
various  mints. 

FEL  TEMP  REPARATIO  (Falling  (Galley/Phoenix,  ZE 2) 
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Until  LATE  ROMAN  BRONZE  COINAGE , originally  appearing  the  the  Numis- 
matic Circular,  was  printed  20  years  or  so  ago,  there  was  no  work  or 
reference  available  which  began  to  be  adequate.  Now  there  is  this 
very  complex  and  masterly  work,  the  fruit  of  a lifetime  of  study  and 
knowledge  which  will  be  basic  for  many  decades.  This  volume  was  to 
complete  the  RIC  series,  begun  in  1923,  but  it  seems  there  is  the 
possibility  of  one  more  volume  to  take  the  Imperial  coinage  up  to 
the  reforms  of  Anastasius  I,  usually  reckoned  the  starting  place 
for  the  coinage  of  the  Byzantine  (Eastern)  Empire. 

This  volume  is  quite  different  in  arrangement  that  the  others  in 
the  RIC  series,  partly  because  of  the  complexity  of  the  series 
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themselves.  Thus  in  describing  any  one  coin,  letters  stand  for  the  de- 
scription of  the  obverse  - e.g.  "T"  stands  for  "emperor  wearing  consul- 
ar robes,  sceptre  in  r.  hand  and  mappa  in  1."  - the  next  column  portrays 
the  mint  marks  of  any  given  variety,  the  next  their  location.  A final 
column  lists  any  essential  reference  and  finally  there  is  the  frequency, 
also  a new  term.  A letter  and  numerals  is  used  to  identify  the  legend 
used  on  the  reverse. 

Identification  is  greatly  aided  by  a)  type-legend,  and  b)  legend/type 
index.  There  is  also  an  index  of  obverse  legends. 

Many  hoards  have  been  studied,  - and  hoards  of  base  billon  and  bronze 
have  been  plentiful  which  has  helped  with  the  frequency,  - as  well  as 
materials  in  many  collections.  My  own  reaction  would  be  that  one  would 
need  a mind  very  like  a computer  to  begin  to  grasp  all  the  details  in- 
volved in  these  27  years  of  coinage. 

To  get  a better  understanding  of  the  coinage,  one  needs  to  understand 
the  period.  Fortunately  it  is  singularly  well  detailed  by  contemporary 
writers  and  records  and  Mr.  Kent  leads  off  with  a survey  of  the  period 
and  of  the  two  families  of  Constantine  I.  Following  this  is  a yearly 
chronological  table  of  principal  events  which  have  a direct  bearing  on 
the  mints  and  the  coins  struck.  Other  sections  deal  with  the  emperors 
and  their  coinage  (type  and  legend;  The  Imperial  Vota;  the  Monetary 
System;  Coinage  and  Currency;  mints  and  distribution  of  coins). 

The  coins  are  catalogued  by  mint  and  each  mint  is  introduced  with  a 
general  description  of  the  mint  and  its  types. 

Any  historian,  or  numismatic  scholar  of  the  period,  will  find  this  work 
interesting  and  valuable.  It  is  unlikely  that  any  dealer  would  trouble 
to  use  it  for  the  base  billon  or  bronze  (far  and  away  the  most  common, 
as  the  currency  of  every  day)  because  of  their  complexity  and  the  re- 
latively low  value  of  such  pieces.  For  the  gold  and  silver  I would 
say  it  is  essential  for  accurate  description.  The  book  is  a must  for 
any  serious  collector  of  Roman  coins  and  well  worth  the  steep  price 
which  will  rise  more  steeply  once  the  present  edition  is  sold  out. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Rufino  Gil  Pacheco.  ONE  HUNDRED  FIVE  YEARS  OF  BANKING  LIFE  IN  COSTA 
RICA.  4 1 5pp , index,  bibliography,  charts  and  tables.  Printed  in  Costa 
Rica  in  1975.  Edition  limited  to  1,500  copies,  printed  on  bond  paper 
with  wraps.  Third  edition. 

This  is  the  most  complete  banking  history  of  Costa  Rica  that  I am  aware 
of.  The  books  begins  with  a history  of  the  national  economy  beginning 
in  the  immediate  post  colonial  era.  A complete  history  of  all  of  the 
banks  of  Costa  Rica  is  included.  This  includes  information  on  all 
banks  which  issued  banknotes. 

All  in  all,  a detailed  and  useful  banking  history  of  much  use  to  the 
serious  student  of  economics,  numismatics  or  notaphily.  (The  book  is 
of  course  in  Spanish,  and  title,  etc.  have  been  translated  for  review.) 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 
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Carlos  Camprubi  Alcazar.  Prologue  by  Manuel  Moreya  Paz  - Soldan. 
HISTORY  OF  PERUVIAN  BANKS,  1860-1879.  Lima,  Peru,  1957.  453pp,  incl. 

detailed  indexes  and  tables. 

This  is  the  most  complete  Peruvian  bank  history  for  the  period  covered 
that  exists.  The  organization  of  the  book  is  excellent,  particularly 
when  viewed  in  conjunction  with  the  3 complete  indexes  which  are  in- 
cluded. A complete  general  index  is  coupled  with  a complete  alphabeti- 
cal index  of  personages  and  a complete  alphabetical  index  of  banks, 
companies  and  other  institutions.  For  the  banknote  specialist  it 
should  be  noted  that  each  issuing  agency  has  a page  or  more  of  detail, 
often  including  denominations  emitted,  dates  of  authorization,  dates 
of  issue  and  quantities  issued.  Much  information  relevant  to  laws, 
customs  and  banking  i nfrastructure  is  included. 

The  work  is  of  course  in  Spanish  with  the  above  title  translated  from 
the  original  for  the  convenience  of  English  speakers.  It  is  a refer- 
ence work  meant  to  be  "read  at"  as  opposed  to  being  read  in  its  entire- 
ty. As  such  I feel  that  anyone  who  has  some  small  ability  with  written 
Spanish  and  a good  dictionary  can  profitably  use  this  excellent  refer- 
ence work.  Many  of  the  tables  can  be  used  by  someone  with  almost  no 
knowledge  of  Spanish.  All  in  all,  the  supreme  reference  work  for 
the  serious  student  of  Peruvian  banks,  banknotes  or  monetary  policy 
during  this  period. 


Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Ildefonso  Palma  Martinez.  MONEY  AND  BANKING  IN  NICARAGUA.  2nd  edition, 
printed  in  Managua,  Nicaragua,  1975.  85pp,  index,  bibliography,  tables 

and  illustration.  Spanish  text. 

This  rather  well  done  book  begins  with  a historic  overview  of  the  use 
of  coinage  in  early  Nicaragua.  Copies  of  all  relevant  post-colonial 
decrees  and  bulletins  covering  the  1821  thru  1863  period  are  included. 
Various  other  decrees  and  bulletins  covering  paper  money  and  coins  for 
the  period  1880-1947  are  also  included. 

The  remaining  eleven  sections  cover  the  banking  laws  and  incorporation 
and  disincorporation  of  the  various  banks  during  the  1912-1939  period. 
Most  pertinent  decrees  appear  to  be  included. 

The  rather  long  appendix  includes  most  other  decrees  which  have  in- 
directly or  directly  influenced  bank  operation  in  the  1925-1940  period. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Rene  Gomez  Garcia  and  Ruben  Dario  Flores.  THE  NATIONAL  BANK  (Bolivia). 
La  Paz,  1962.  41 8pp , index  and  tables. 

This  book  is  probably  the  only  complete  banking  history  of  the  Republic 
of  Bolivia.  It  has  a complete  overview  of  the  monetary  and  banking 
situation  in  Bolivia  from  the  establishment  of  the  mint  at  Potosi  in 
1572. 
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The  third  chapter  presents  a detailed  view  of  all  banks  in  Bolivia 
from  the  "Banco  Boliviana",  authorized  on  Jan.  24,  1864,  right  thru 
to  the  present  central  bank.  Details  on  type  and  quantities  of  bank- 
notes from  each  issuing  agency  are  provided. 

An  extremely  useful  reference  work  for  the  serious  numismatist,  nota- 
phile  or  student  of  banking  history. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Anne  S.  Robertson.  HUNTER  COIN  CABINET 3 ROMAN  IMPERIAL  COINS.  Univ. 
of  Glasgow.  Vol.  V.  "Diocletian,  Reform  to  Zeno".  Hardback.  £55. 
1982.  495pp  text,  48pp  lists  and  explanations,  96pp  plates.  Indexes 

under  Emperors  & Relatives,  Mints,  Types,  Legends,  Mi  sc.  Large  print. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  comment  on  this  new  catalog  is  that  it  covers 
not  only  the  complex  period,  families  of  Constantine,  just  done  by  the 
recent  ROMAN  IMPERIAL  COINAGE  volume,  but  also  takes  it  up  to  the  reign 
of  Anastasius  (not  his  first  coins).  It  is  thus  a recent  volume  cover- 
ing a period  not  easily  found  in  one  volume.  Unfortunately,  the  high 
cost  may  deter  many  collectors.  It  is  presented  in  the  same  manner 
as  earlier  RIC  volumes,  covers  some  3030  coins,  of  which  some  1750  are 
illustrated,  the  vast  majority  of  which  are  superb  specimens.  The 
work  embodies  much  of  the  most  recent  research  from  catalogs  and  the 
work  of  many  numismatic  scholars. 

The  18th  century  Hunter  Collection  is  one  of  the  major  Roman  collections 
and  the  catalog  began  at  the  turn  of  the  century  with  its  Greek  coins. 

It  was  not  possible  to  do  the  Roman  section  satisfactorily  until  there 
were  more  adequate  quide  lines. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Richard  G.  Doty.  The  Macmillan  Encyclopedic  Dictionary  of  Numismatics. 

Pub.  1982,  Robert  Hale  Ltd.,  London  & Macmillan  Publishing  Co.,  Inc., 
Riverside,  N.J.  (U.S.).  $34.95,  plus  $1.80  postage  and  handling,  U.S. 

R75,  Republic  of  South  Africa. 

This  book,  which  was  recently  published  in  England,  fills  at  long  last 
a vacuum  which  has  existed  for  a considerable  time  in  the  English  lan- 
guage numismatic  literature.  Being  a dictionary  it  quotes  in  alpha- 
betical order  a great  many  words,  terms  and  expressions,  many  of  them 
of  foreign-language  origin,  encountered  in  the  field  of  numismatics, 
explaining  their  source  and  defining  their  meanings.  As  the  author 
had  the  foresight  to  include  in  his  work  not  only  the  expressions  re- 
lating to  coins  but  also  those  applying  to  tokens,  medallions,  war- 
medals  and  decorations  as  well  as  paper-money,  this  book  caters  for 
the  whole  numismatic  fraternity.  A great  deal  of  research  has  gone 
into  its  compilation,  and  the  author  must  be  congratulated  on  the  ex- 
cellent result  achieved. 

The  explanations  given  are  concise  and  often  go  into  considerable  de- 
tail. Thus  the  book  is  bound  to  be  of  special  interest  to  the  new 
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collector,  bewildered  by  the  many  strange  terms  confronting  him  in 
his  new  hobby.  Referring  to  this  dictionary  he  will  obtain  satisfact- 
ory answers  to  his  many  queries.  However,  it  is  by  no  means  only  the 
new  collector  who  will  benefit  from  this  encyclopedia,  as  even  the 
most  experienced  numismatics,  be  he  a professional  or  an  amatuer,  is 
more  than  likely  to  find  therein  explanations  which  have  hitherto 
evaded  him.  What  makes  this  book  even  more  desirable  - and  attractive  - 
is  the  fact  that  more  than  650  of  the  many  subjects  dealt  with  are  ill- 
ustrated by  means  of  first-class  photographic  reproductions , some  of 
them  in  colour. 


Having  a format  of  26  x 18  cm.,  the  volume  is  easy  to  handle.  It  is 
bound  within  hard  covers  with  a cloth  spine  and  contains  355  printed 
pages.  The  paper  used,  being  of  high  quality,  is  a mat  white  with  the 
exception  of  a few  semi -gloss  white  sheets  on  which  are  displayed  the 
colour  photographs. 

The  price,  at  R75  (R.S.A.)  per  copy,  is,  by  today's  standards,  more 
than  reasonable  considering  the  amount  of  work  entailed  in  leading 
to  clear  explanations  of  the  many  numismatic  terms  discussed.  Alto- 
gether this  is  an  encyclopedia  which  from  time  to  time  is  really  re- 
quired by  every  numismatist;  therefore  it  should  be  on  each  one's 
book-shelf  for  easy  reference. 


Reviewed  by  Walter  Bergman, 

Cape  Town,  Republic  of  South  Africa 


Dion  H.  Skinner  in  association  with  Alistair  F.  Robb.  RENNIKS  NEW 
ZEALAND  COIN  AND  BANKNOTE  VALUES . 56pp  , 5V  X 8",  thick  paper  cover. 
Published  1983,  Renniks  Books  of  Malvern,  Australia.  Available  from 
Seven  Seas  Stamps  Pty.  Ltd.,  Dubbo,  N.S.W.  2830,  Australia.  $4.95 
Australian,  plus  postage. 


The  coins,  tokens  and  banknotes  of  New  Zealand  are  catalogued  in  this 
booklet.  The  first  half  of  the  booklet  catalogues  New  Zealand  coinage 
which  was  first  issued  in  1933.  The  following  data  is  given  for  each 
type  coin:  a clear  photograph  of  both  sides,  the  edge  type,  weight, 

diameter,  mint  and  desinger(s).  Valuations  for  each  date  are  given  in 
up  to  6 conditions,  from  very  good  through  proof.  Mintage  figures  are 
included.  A few  of  the  major  die  varieties  are  catalogued  and  illus- 
trated. Proof  sets  and  mint  sets  are  listed  with  a valuation  and  mint- 
age figure.  Pattern  coins  are  listed  with  mintage  and  valuations. 
Prices  are  realistic  and  point  out  the  rarity  of  some  of  the  earlier 
issues  in  uncirculated,  through  high  prices. 


Two  pages  are  devoted  to  New  Zealand's  tokens  with  valuations  in  4 
conditions  from  very  good  through  extra  fine. 

New  Zealand's  government  banknotes,  first  issued  in  1934,  are  catalog- 
ued  in  the  latter  half  of  the  booklet.  A good  photograph  for  both  sides 
of  each  type  note  is  given.  Catalogued  in  up  to  5 grades  of  preservation 
from  very  good  through  uncirculated  under  each  type  note,  are  the  various 
signature  types  with  subdivisions  of  them  according  to  various  prefix 
numbers  and  1 etter/numbers . For  each  of  these  entries  the  number  of 
notes  printed  and  the  number  of  notes  remaining  is  given. 
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This  is  the  first  edition  of  a long  needed  standard  reference  catalog 
on  the  coinage  and  banknotes  of  New  Zealand.  Alistair  Robb  has  auth- 
ored catalogues  on  New  Zealand  coinage  in  the  past  and  is  an  expert 
on  the  subject.  Dion  Skinner  is  well  known  as  the  author  of  RENNIKS 
AUSTRALIAN  COIN  AND  BANKNOTE  GUIDE , now  in  its  13th  edition.  With 
these  two  experts,  this  new  New  Zealand  catalogue  is  bound  to  become 
a standard  reference  for  the  series. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


G.  Hoberman.  THE  ART  OF  COINS  AND  THEIR  PHOTOGRAPHY.  Spinks,  1981. 
Hardback,  8V'  x 10V,  375pp  text  and  photos.  Large  print. 

This  is  a book  for  all  coin  collectors,  whatever  their  taste.  It  is 
also  a book  for  all  art  lovers,  whether  the  interest  is  beautiful  coins 
or  beautiful  books.  There  have  been  other  books  of  a similar  type, 
such  as  the  Stefanelli  one,  but  this  deals  with  the  coins  specifically 
from  the  angle  of  photography,  as  well  as  their  artistry;  and  its 
plates  (132)  are  in  color.  There  are  drawings  to  show  the  methods 
of  coin  striking.  Some  52  pages  deal  with  the  actual  process  of 
photography  and  all  the  information  needed  to  do  first  class  work, 
along  with  a history  of  the  photography  process. 

The  brief  introduction  deals  with  the  origin  of  coinage,  coin  types 
as  well  as  counterfeits  and  debasement.  It  covers  the  Western  world, 
thus  leaving  out  some  of  the  superbly  beautiful  coin  types  and  speci- 
mens of  the  Islamic,  Indian  and  Far  Eastern  cultures. 

For  the  coin  illustrated,  there  is  an  actual  size  photo  as  well  as 
the  enlargement;  and  also  a line  drawing,  together  with  the  legends, 
an  explanation  and  a historical  note  on  whom  or  on  whatever  is  por- 
trayed. Perhaps  one  of  the  most  striking  effects  of  the  plates  is 
the  beauty  of  the  toning,  most  specifically  in  the  case  of  the  silver 
coins.  Another  is  the  detail  which  is  normally  missed  by  the  ordinary 
viewer. 

Looking  at  the  plates  anyone  can  learn  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  in 
the  long  history  of  coinage,  many  great  works  of  art  have  been  pro- 
duced, not  always  properly  appreciated  because  of  their  small  size. 

I regret  only  that  nothing  beyond  the  materials  of  the  Western  world 
is  included  in  the  text. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


CORRECTION: 

A review  of  Francis  Braun's  THE  BANKNOTE  THAT  NEVER  WAS  in  the  Febru- 
ary 1983  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  contained  an  error  in  the  address 
of  the  distributor.  It  correctly  should  be:  BNR  Press,  132  E.  Second 

St.,  Port  Clinton,  Ohio  43452. 

We  apologize  for  any  problems  or  delays  caused  by  this  error. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Robert  A.  Smith,  734  Peach  Tree  Lane,  Franklin  Lakes,  New  Jersey  07417: 
WANTED  - Ku't'ch  2-1/2  Kori  1993  Samvat  Y66;  Edward  VIII  Ceylon  Fantasy 
Crown;  1831,  1839,  1841  Sovereigns. 

R.  Paul  Nadin-Davis,  P.  0.  Box  95,  Station  A,  Ottawa,  Canada  KIN  8V1 : 
INFORMATION  WANTED:  I have  a counterstamped  token,  in  basal  state  but 
apparently  a British  or  Irish  merchant's  halfpenny,  counterstamped  in 
large,  serifed,  block  letters  R & R:B.  Can  anyone  shed  any  light  at 
all  on  this  piece?  ASSISTANCE  WANTED:  I have  approximately  30  Sasanian 
coins,  from  a hoard  recently  discovered  in  Spain.  As  this  area  is  not 
my  specialty,  I am  not  confident  of  my  ability  to  attribute  them  to 
ruler,  mint,  type,  etc.  properly.  Is  there  an  expert  out  there  who 
can  help,  perhaps  in  return  for  my  finding  something  for  his/her  col- 
lection. A CORDIAL  INVITATION:  All  NI  members  visiting  Canada  are 

invited  to  come  by  and  see  us  at  one  of  the  major  shows.  The  best 
ones  in  our  part  of  the  world  are:  MONEX,  March  4-6,  Montreal,  Quebec; 

TORONTO  INTERNATIONAL  COIN  FAIR,  March  25-27,  Toronto,  Ontario;  QUEBEX, 
April  15-17,  Montreal,  Quebec;  TOREX,  May  13-15,  Toronto,  Ontario;  and 
C.N.A.  Convention,  July  20-23,  Moncton,  New  Brunswick.  For  those  not 
disposed  to  come  so  far  north,  we'll  have  tables  at  the  I.N.S.  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  June  17-19  and,  of  course,  at  N.I.C.E.,  November  11-13, 
1983.  See  you  there! 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution  Com- 
mittee, Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 

Pleae  include  your  full  name,  address  and  NI  membership  number. 

Felix  Lutz,  Box  484,  Stn.  "G",  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada  T3A  2G4: 

WANTED  - Chile  KM8 , Sudan  Y75,  Tuvalu  Y8,  Russia  Y46  and  Poland  Cl 34. 
*********************************************************************** 

BELGIUM-LUXEMBOURG  MONETARY  UNION  ENDS 


From  IRISH  NUMISMATICS , May- June  1982,  with  permission 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg  ended  their  60-year  old  monetary  union  at  mid- 
night on  5 March  1982.  It  has  been  temporarily  extended  but  there 
is  growing  enthusiasm  in  the  Grand  Duchy  for  a total  separation  of  the 
Luxembourg  franc  from  the  sinking  Belgian  franc  which  many  regard  as 
putting  Luxembourg  in  the  position  of  a Belgian  colony. 

When  Belgium  asked  for  EEC  (European  Economic  Community)  permission 
to  devalue  its  franc  by  12%  Luxembourg  prepared  to  cut  the  link  and 
set  up  its  own  central  bank.  Unlike  Belgium,  which  now  has  the 
highest  unemployment  in  the  EEC  and  gaping  deficits  in  trade  and  pub- 
lic-sector borrowing,  Luxembourg  has  a healthy  economy  and  no  need  to 
devalue  its  currency. 

Belgium  was  obliged  by  the  other  EEC  countries  to  limit  its  devaluation 
to  8.5%  and  Luxembourg  agreed,  temporarily,  to  retain  the  link  but 
warned  that  it  would  break  it  if  Belgium  attempted  another  devalu- 
ation in  the  near  future. 
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